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-crime was put in force to uphold the movement. Secret
societies, spreading far and wide, sent forth their mandates;
assassinations and deeds of outrage rapidly multiplied; and
the arm of the law was paralysed, in whole districts, by
intimidation and the refusal of juries to convict. In 1833,
there were 9000 cases of crimes of this type; political agitation
had again been sustained by agrarian trouble.
A measure of repression, the most severe perhaps of any
enacted in Irish affairs, was passed to put down this frightful
state of things; it was opposed by O'Connell with great power
and skill, and, indeed, proved the forerunner of events that led
to the fall of the Grey Cabinet; but it was completely success-
. ful in its immediate object; the reign of criminal anarchy soon
came to an end. The wrong of the Tithe, however, was at last
recognised, unhappily owing to the effects of a social conflict;
and measures were adopted to redress a grievance, which
ought not to have lasted down to the nineteenth century.
Incidents followed that showed, only too plainly, how a
reform for Ireland, in itself well designed, might be delayed
for years, in the existing state of politics, and be made into a
- pretext for the mere strife of faction. The question of the
tithe was mixed with the question of appropriating to the use
of the State part of the excessive revenue of the Established
Church in Ireland; this caused the resignation of Mr Stanley
in 1834; and a Bill proposed by Peel, in his first short
Ministry, for the simple Commutation of the Irish Tithe,
was defeated by the Whig opposition of the day, because
the principle of appropriation was not found in it When
this party move had driven Peel from office, the two questions
were again combined by the Government of Lord Melbourne
in 1836; but the policy of appropriation was rejected by the
House of Lords; and ultimately the Melbourne Ministry gave
it up, A measure for the Commutation of the tithe alone,
the famous " Appropriation Clause" being left out, was passed